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1 ITHIN a few miles of the 


ſea, on the ſouthern Coaſt of Eng- 
land, is the family ſeat of the Court- 
ney's. The preſent poſſeſſor, Sir 
Harry Courtney, is highly eſteemed 
by the gentlemen of the country 
for the eaſe and elegance of his man- 
ners, and by the yeomen of the neigh- 


bourhood for his hoſpitality and affa- 
ble 
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ble behaviour. His patrimony was 
ſmall: but as he delighted rather in 
beholding and adminiftering to the 
happineſs of his tenantry than in en- 
Joying the more popular applauſe 
which ariſes from embarking in poli— 
tical diſputes, his income was ade- 
quate to the ſtile in which he lived; 
and which, though not remarkable 
for grandeur of equipage and large 
retinue, was ſuch as became a de- 
{cendant of the ancient and honorable 
houſe of Courtney, and the inheritor 
of that character for benevolence and 
diſtributive goodneſs which had for 


ages been its diſtinguiſhed charac- 
teriſtic, 


Sir 
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Sir Harry was at this time a wi- 
dower; having, to his irreparable 
loſs, been lately deprived of a moſt 
amiable wife, after an illneſs of a few 
| - weeks. In her death, the poor pea- 
ſants of the neighbourhood loſt a 
friend ; for ſhe was their phyſician 
in the hour of ſickneſs, and their 
benefactor in the time of want, But 
the humane heart of Sir Harry be- 
came if poſſible more active in their 
behalf after her deceaſe; as he felt 
ſome ſolace in the affliction which 
her death gave him, in adminiſtering? 
comfort to thoſe who had particu- 
larly experienced her favor; befidcs 
that it recalled to his mind, in the 
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moſt lively manner, the image and 


virtues of that much loved woman. 


For a time all his faculties were ſo 
abſorbed in grief for this loſs that 
he ſcarcely recollected he had a ſon: 
but at length Reaſon recovered him 
from this ſtupor of the ſenſes, and 
brought him to reflect on the duty 
he had now doubly to fulfill to an 


only ſon, who was now the ſole com- 


fort of his declining age. 


Some time before the death of his 
mother, Harry Courtney had been 
ſoliciting his father to procure him a 


commiſſion in the army; but from 


the 
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the exceſs of her affection for him ſhe 
had not reſolution ſufficient to ac- 
cede to his wiſhes; and the tender- 
neſs he felt for the beſt of mothers 
had hitherto prevented him from 
engaging in a life which could poſ- 
fibly occaſion to her apprehenſion 
and uneaſineſs. But now his defire 


for the army was renewed ; and when 
time had ſoftened the concern of his 
father for the irreparable loſs he had 
ſuſtained, he ventured to ſolicit his 
permiſſion to embark in that line cf 
life which he ſo much preferred. 


Courtney was now about nineteen : 
rather tall in his perſon; of a moſt 
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open and noble countenance, with 
dark expreſſive eyes, which gave to 
the vivacity and quickneſs of his 
ſpeech a peculiar force; he was ra- 
ther precipitate in his conduct, from 
the quickneſs of his ſenſibility and 
this had led him ſometimes into em- 
barraſſed ſituations. He was gene- 
rous in the extreme; and though the 
income he received from his father 
enabled him to ſupport his character 
in the neighbourhood with the dig- 
nity becoming his name, yet was it 
ſcarcely equal to the liberality of his 
heart. 


His father was equally willing that 
he 
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He ſhould become a ſoldier. Tt was 


a character his anceſtors had often 
filled with diſtinguiſhed honor, and 
he feared not entruſting to this be- 
loved ſon the ſupport of its future 
fame, It was now the height of the 
late war in America. Courtney went 
out a volunteer, and arrived at Boſton 
about a month before General Howe 


evacuated that city. The army ſoon 


afterwards embarked, and in the at- 


tack of New York he behaved. with 


the moſt undaunted reſolution. The 


regiment in which he fought being 
one of the foremoſt, preſſed forward 
with great ſpirit, and Courtney was 
ahe firſt ſoldier who mounted the 
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ramparts. The Colonel of the regi- 


ment noticed his behaviour, and 
ſoon afterwards he was preſented with 


a pair of colours. 


Colonel Fitzjames, the officer 
who had ſo particularly noticed the 
conduct of Courtney, and had thus 
honored him for his bravery, had, a 
ſhort time before he left England, 
married a daughter of Lord Thorn- 
ton's; and as the warmth of her af- 
fection rendered his long abſence in- 
ſupportable, ſhe took paſſage in a 
tranſport; and accompanied by her 
ſiſter, who inſiſted on not leaving her, 


\ 


arrived 
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arrived at New York very ſhortly 
after the Britiſh troops had again en- 
tered it. 


The repeated opportunities which 
offered to Colonel Fitz-James of diſ- 
covering the innate bravery of Court- 
ney, had ſo gained on his eſteem that 
he beheld him with the molt partial re- 
gard; and having taken a houſe on 
the arrival of his wife and his ſiſter, « 


gave him a general invitation. 


Mrs. Fitz-James was fond of ſo- 
ciety : the inactive ſtate of the main 


body of the army was favorable to 
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this ſentiment; and being now in the 


midſt of ſo many men of wit and fa- 


ſhion, her houſe was generally filled 


with company. 


Miſs Caroline Thornton, who ac- 
companied her ſiſter, Mrs. Fitz- James, 
was in the eighteenth year of her age, 
and was the laſt of ſeven children, 
(and the only daughter unmarried) of 
which Mrs. Fitz- James was the eld- 
eſt: and though the latter poſſeſſed 
the family beauty, yet in graceful- 
nels of perſon, and ſoftneſs of form, 
Miſs Thornton had undoubtedly the 
advantage. She had been ill during 


the paſſage, and was yet not per- 


lectly 
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fectly recovered; but in compliance 


with the wiſhes of her ſiſter, ſhe 
quitted her room on the fourth day 
after her arrival to attend her in the 


parties which met at her houſe. 


Courtney had been ſent with a flag 
of truce to the army of the Ame- 
ricans, and returned not till the 
morning on which Caroline leſt her 
room: he was happy to hear of the 
arrival of Mrs. Fitz- James, whom 
he knew the Colonel expected; as 
he rejoiced in every thing that would 
conduce to the happintels of his friend. 
He prepared immediately to wait on 
them, and was introduced by the 
Colonel 
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Colonel to his wife and to her ſiſter 


as a young man whoſe bravery had 


firſt brought him acquainted, and 
whoſe humanity and greatneſs of ſoul 
were equally as diſtinguiſhed. He was 
received by the ladies with great po- 
liteneſs; and being invited to dine 
with them, ſtaid the remainder ct 
the day at the houſe of his friend : 
and however warm were the eulogi- 
ums of the Colonel, the heart of 


Miſs Thornton was irreſiſtibly driven 


to acknowledge that the heroic virtue 
of his ſoul was not exceeded by the 
great excellence of his mind and 


perſonal appearance. 
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Courtney himſelf was not leſs cap- 
tivated with the fair ſiſter of his friend. 
Her innate modeſty heightened her 
perſonal charms; and when ſhe was 
inſenſibly lead into diſcourfe, he diſ- 
covered the pureſt underſtanding, 
bighly cultivated, and enriched be- 
yond what he had ever witneſſed. 
On riſing to take his leave, Mrs. 
Fitz-James joined with the Colonel 
in entreating him to honor their houſe 
with his company as often as the 
leiſure of his profeſſion would ad- 
mit; and he departed, highly de- 


®Jighted with the friends whom he had 
Mcft, 


£1 k 


— — _ — — —— — 
ö — = 4 : 
— _ — = = — 


_ 
— — 


— 
2 - 


. 
b 
8 
N 


4 


Although the inactive ſtate of the 
army precluded the noble ſpirit of 
Courtney from being often witneſſed, 
yet as ſkirmiſhes continually took 
place with the enemy the intrepidity 
of his behaviour did not paſs unno- 
ticed ; and as his diſpoſition and 
openneſs of manners always prepol- 
ſeſſed thoſe with whom he aſſociated 
in his favor, he became particularly 
ſpoken of to the Commander in 
Chief, and was by him ſoon after- 


wards appointed to a company. 


But while theſe honors bore public 
teſtimony to his merit, the difficul- 
ties he began to experience from 

having 


En 

| having involved himſelf in debt by 
the profuſe liberality of his conduQ 
became peculiarly diſtreſſing ; and 
he had been under the neceſlity 
of drawing on his father for a 
larger ſum than the good Baronet 
could conveniently ſpare, to relieve 
himſelf from demands which other- 
wiſe it was impoſſible for him to 


diſcharge : for the humanity of his 


heart rendered him incapable of re- 
fuſing relief to a fellow ſoldier in 
want ; and though he could in a mo- 
ment penetrate into the deſigning 
*Knave from him who ſolicited thro' 
real diſtreſs, yet fo eaſy was his tem- 
F er, that while he had money to 
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(40) 
ſpare they were equally ſure of his 


relief, and by this indiſcriminate li- 
berality involved himſelf in difficul- 
ties which muſt diſtreſs the patrimony 
he was heir to. 


The great pleaſure he felt in viſit- 
ing at the houſe of the Colonel in- 
duced him to ſpend much of his 
time with the family; and he daily 
diſcovered additional accompliſhments 
in the mind and perſon of Caroline. 
Nor was ſhe leſs influenced by the 
preſence of Courtney: abounding in 
vivacity, and full of thoſe ſentiments 


of humanity which are the charac- 


teriſtic 


* 
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teriſtic of a brave man, the diſcourſe 
of the table was often drawn by their 
ſituation, and the ſkirmiſhes which 
continually aroſe with the enemy, 
to ſubjects on which he ſpoke with 
particular intereſt and humanity ; and 
though he declared that the duty he 
owed to his country and to his king 
called on him to draw his ſword in 
the preſent conteſt, yet he tempered 
his deſcription with ſuch imaginary 
means of purſuing it without the 
deſtructive conſequences of war in 
general, that the ſoft heart of the 
lovely Caroline ſympathized in all 


his feelings; and again when de— 


{cribing 
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ſcribing the heat of a battle, the 


ardency of his manner teſtified him 
to be equally brave as humane. 


CHAP- 
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Anon other viſitors at the 
houſe of Colonel Fitz-James, was a 
Captain of the navy, the only ſon of 
Lord Belandine, who fell at the battle 
of Minden, in the war of 1756, and 
who left his ſon a minor with a for- 
tune of 10,000]. a year under the guar- 
dianſhip of three gentlemen of cha- 
rafter, who had greatly improved 
the eſtate. His Lordſnip was early 
entered in the navy; and as his guar- 
dians had always ſupported the in- 
tereſt of the Minifter with all the 

Vor. I. C influ- 
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influence his property gave them, 


and as he had purſued the ſame line 
of politics ſince the time he came of 
age, he had been early promoted to 


the command of a line of battle ſhip. 


He was now in the 25th year of 
his age; and as he had been for- 
merly intimate at the houſe of Lord 
Thornton in England before the 
marriage of Mrs. Fitz- James, he now 
became one of the Colonel's general 


VIſitors. 


At the time when his Lordſhip 
Was in England, Caroline was un- 
der the tuition of a lady who re- 
ceived 
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ceived a certain number of ſcholars, 


the daughters of people of faſhion. 
His Lordſhip therefore had ſeldom 


ſieen her, and ſhe was beſides ſo 


young as to be but ſlightly noticed : 
he now, however, beheld her ripened 
into beauty, and ſaw the fair form 
of the angelic Caroline with ſenti- 
ments of ſtrong partiality. But al- 
though he felt the greateſt admira- 
tion for her perſonal beauty, the at- 
tractions of her mind he viewed with 
the cooleſt indifference : indeed he 
probably conſidered them as of lit- 
tle eſtimation, as he felt himſelf to 


be a perſon of conſiderable conſe- 


& quence without them: for his tutors 


C 2 had 
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had early conſidered that it was more 
proper not to behave with harſhneſs to 
a pupil of ſuch opulence and intereſt; 
his pleaſures were ſuch as the young 
men of faſhion moſtly purſue; and his 
knowledge on the turf was of no inferior 
kind, though the great diſſike he had to 
parting with his money often checked 
the impulſe he felt to back his opinion 
of the ſucceſs of a race, unleſs indeed 
through an intimacy with gentlemen 
of a certain deſcription, he could 
rely on it's ſucceſs through the ſupe- 


rior conduct of a rider. 


One day after dinner at the Colo- 


nel's, when Lord Belandine was of 
the 
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the party, it was propoſed to make 


an excurſion tlie following day on 


the water; and his Lordſhip with 


great politeneſs requeſted that he 


might take the command of the 


party, and conduct them in his own 
boat. This was readily aſſented to; 
and all things being prepared, the 


company, conſiſting of the Colonel, 


his Lady, and Caroline, together 
with a young gentleman who was a 
| loyaliſt, and his two fiſters, with 
three officers of the Britiſh army, 
embarked in the boat under the pro- 
tection of his Lordſhip. 


The day was remarkably fine; and 
1 it 


C + 9 
it being the height of ſummer, a 
gentle breeze which there was on the 


water refreſhed the ſultry air. The 


party were in the higheſt ſpinits : 
they failed round the Britiſh fleet, 


and went on board the ſhip which 


Lord Belandine commanded; . where 
they partook of an elegant repaſt 
which his Lordſhip had provided. 


The evening now drew on, and the 


company prepared to return. The plea- 
ſantneſs of the day had induced ſeveral 
other parties to partake of the amuſe- 
ment of ſailing, and ſome gentlemen 


in one of the boats which was out, and 


who appeared to be rather in li- 


quor, 
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1 
quor, took particular delight in 
croſũng ſo near to ſeveral other boats 
as to produce ſhrieks of diſtreſs from 
the ladies who were in them ; and the 
more apprehenſion they occafioned, 
the greater ſatisfaction they enjoyed. 
They now drew near to Lord Belan- 
dine's boat; and the apprehenſion of 
the ladies was very apparent : Colonel 
Fitz-James, in the politeſt manner, 
requeſted them not to encreaſe the 
alarm of the friends he had with 
him; but the diſtreſs they diſco- 
vered encreaſed the pleaſure of their 
attempt, and even beyond their in- 
tentions the boat paſſed his Lord- 
ſhip's with a violent ſhock. Lord 

C4  Belandine, 
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Belandine, highly irritated, ſeized on 
the other boat, when through the 
exceſſive alarm of the ladies ſome of 
them ſuddenly jumped up, and from 
the working of the boat Caroline 1n- 
ſtantly fell over board. Lord Be- 
landine was ſo provoked that he at- 
tended not to the exclamations of 
diſtreſs from his friends: he had 
collared one of the gentlemen, and 
but for the interference of the reſt of 
the company, whoſe attention was 
now drawn to another object, a ſe- 
vere altercation would have enſued. 
By force, however, they diſengaged 
him, and inſtantly proceeded to the 
aſſiſtance of theix fair friend, who 

was 
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was now ſupported in the water by 
a perſon who had jumped in from 
another boat to her aſſiſtance, and 
= who waited their coming up, as the 
boat had paſſed a few yards before 
his Lordſhip's people could check 
the rapidity at which they were go- 
ing. They received her into the 
boat apparently lifeleſs, and the perſon 
who had ſaved her being alſo aſſiſted 
in, how great was the aſtoniſhment 
and pleaſure of the Colonel and his 
lady to diſcover Captain Courtney. 


It happened that the Captain had 

1 made a viſit in the afternoon to an 
F officer on board the fleet; and being 
now 
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now on his return, ſaw, with great 


concern, the indiſcreet conduct of the 
gentlemen in the boat; and naturally 
noticing them as they drew nearer, 
was within a few yards of Lord Be- 
landine when the unlucky accident 
happened. Courtney knew not that 
he could ſwim encumbered with 
cloaths, but the dangerous fituation 
of the lady ſuperceded all thoughts 
for himſelf, and tearing off his coat 
and ſhoes, while the ſailors in his 
boat rowed directly to the ſpot, Ca- 


roline was in a moment in his arms. 


The lifeleſs fituation of Caroline 


was more the conſequence of the 
fright 


Ay 
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fright than dangerous from any water 


fhe had imbibed; and the means 


uſed by her friends ſoon gave them 


hopes of her life. She gradually re- 


covered; but was now ſo exceedingly 


aveak, that ſhe was incapable of 


walking, and was conveyed home th 


u chair. She was immediately blood- 


ed, and put to bed under the greateſt 
apprehenſions of a dangerous fever, 
and it was many days before ſhe 
had ſtrength to leave her room. 

| 


þ Captain Courtney made continual 


Þ1quiries after her health; and he 
Welt the moſt exquiſite uneafineſs for 
che life of his amiable friend: but at 


length, 


( 


length, when he underſtood that the 
apprehenſions of the phyſician were at 
an end, he indulged himſelf in the de- 
lightful idea of having ſaved from the 
danger of an untimely grave a lady for 
whom he felt the moſt partial eſteem, 
and who was beſides the ſiſter of a 
friend whoſe generous conduct to him- 


ſelf he could never ſufficiently requite. 


As Caroline grew better, ſhe re- 
called to her mind the danger ſhe 
had lately been in—and ſhe felt a 
gratitude bordering on admiration 


for the man who had hazarded his 


life in her behalf. Although the 


gentlemen in the boat had been 


greatly 
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accident, and had as quickly as 
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poſſible rowed to her aſſiſtance, yet | 
the momentary delay through Lord ö 
* Belandine's diſpute with the people | 
7 of the other boat would probably, ; 
1 ſhe thought, have been of fatal con- 1 
; ſequence to herſelf, if no other perſon A 
f had been near to ſave her: and that i 
> this perſon ſhould be Courtney! q 
the humane, the brave, the generous 1 
Courtney !—filled her foul with un- 1 


2 
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meaſurable gratitude. He knew not 
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that it was her, and he undauntedly 
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© haſtened to the afliſtance of a ſtranger 
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The eleventh day after the acci- 
dent, Caroline, being ſufficiently re- 
covered to leave her room, was pre- 


vailed on by her ſiſter to meet a 


party of friends at dinner. Lord Be- 


. landine and Captain Courtney were 


both invited ; and on Caroline's en- 
tering the drawing room, in which 
the company were aflembled, after 
ſhe had received the general compli- 
ments of the party, Courtney ſaid 


& I feel exquiſite happineſs, Mats 
Thornton, in congratulating you on 
your recovery. I conſider myſelf as 


the moſt fortunate of men in having 


been ſo near the boat at the time 


you 
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you met the accident which has 
been the means of depriving us for 
ſome days of the pleaſure of your 
company.“ 


» 


“ J owe you, Sir,” replied Caro- 
line, © the warmeſt thanks my grate- 
ful heart can expreſs, for having at 
the imminent hazard of your own life 


preſerved mine.” 


* Indeed,” ſaid Colonel Fitz- 
James, © we muſt all unite in thanks 
to Captain Courtney; but for him, I 


know not but that we had been now 


lamenting the conſequences of the 


day, 


— — 
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day in which the gallantry of my 


friend was ſo conſpicuous.” 


] truſt not, Colonel,” ſaid Lord 
Belandine, interrupting him with 
ſome chagrin; © I was, you know, 
prevented for a moment from at- 
tending to the danger of Miſs Thorn- 
ton by my eagerneſs to reprehend 
the conduct of thoſe who were the 


original cauſe of the misfortune.” 


e And in that moment the object 


of our concern might have been gone 


bl 


for ever,” replied the Colonel with 


earneſtneſfs. Yes, my Lord, but 
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for the providential aſſiſtance of my 
friend | 


. 


friend, I fear all would have been 
too late; the moſt trifling delay 
might have been fatal to the life of 
Caroline. 


© What might have been the con- 
ſequence,” ſaid his Lordſhip, with 
additional chagrin, „ I will not 
trouble myſelf to think of, ſeeing as 
do the odject of that concern 
with renewed health before us.” 


Their further converſation was 


interrupted by a ſummons to dinner; 
but the compliments paid to Court- 
ney by ſeveral of the company in- 
wardly diſguſted Lord Belandine ; 
Vor. I. D and 
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and he felt a diſlike to the object 
of an applauſe arifing from a con- 
duct which he had not ſpirit to 
imitate : for though his courage was 
undiſputed, yet he poſſeſſed not that 
quickneſs of feeling which was the 
firſt, principle of the ſoul of Courtney, 
and which impelled him to the relief 
of every object in diſtreſs or danger, 
without reflection on the hazardous 
ſituations it often brought him into. 
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CHAPTER It 


Fur liberality of Courtney had 
occafioned him often to draw on his 
father, and the drafts now amounted 
to a much larger ſum than the re- 
gular income of Sir Harry's eſtate 
would enable him to diſcharge : but 
as he knew the principal cauſe of 
theſe demands, and rejoiced in the 
high character his ſon had obtained, 
he refrained for a while from re- 
monſtrating to him on the impro- 
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vident liberality of his conduct: at 


laſt however a draft for a large ſum 
reduced Sir Harry to the neceſſity of 
mortgaging a part of his eſtate, and 
he could no longer avoid writing 
to him a gentle remonſtrance. 
A packet had arrived from England 
on the day Courtney firſt met Ca- 
roline after her recovery; and on 
his return home he found among 


other letters the following from his 


father. 


« My 


(- 9-:) 


My dear Harry, 


« The joy I take in your proſ- 
ce perity you cannot doubt; I there- 
&f fore need not tell you that the 
* accounts which I hear among my 
ce friends of your honourable beha- 
& yiour, and the ſucceſs which fol- 
* lows it, give me the moſt heart- 
& felt delight, You are my only 
& child: the ſupporter of that name 
* which has paſſed unblemiſhed 
*_ through many ages, and which 
* has often been called forth to 
6 fill ſtations of public dignity. I 
„ know that you are incapable of 

D 3 «an 


( 40 9) 
* an act that can ſhed diſgrace on A : 
& your illuſtrious name; 1 know i 
% on the contrary that you have 
bound your brow with laurels; 
«© that you are the defender of tbe 
« injured, the friend of the diſtreſſed, ; 
and the protector of the weak. : 
&* But my dear ſon, in indulging 
© the noble propenſity of your 
5 heart, you forget that your fortune 
“ ig circumſeribed, or that you 
* yourſelf may be involved in dif- 
* ficulty by a liberal diſcharge of 


ce the general duties of ſociety. 


© The equal hand of Providence 
hath 


c 


A 


cc 


(n 
hath beſtowed on you a paſſion 
which under the reſtrictions of 
reaſon will guide you to happi- 
neſs and to the moſt noble fame; 
but which, if ſuffered to operate 
indiſcriminately and without con- 
troul, will often be deficient in 
affording that happineſs you wiſh 
to beſtow. Courage, tempered 
by humanity, forms the ſoldier : 
humanity, guided by reaſon, pro- 
duces joy and happineſs where- 
ever it approaches. Without the 
one, the courageous man is cruel ; 
without the other, the generous 
man is unjuſt, Your valour and 

% humanity 
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% humanity are not only undiſputed 
e but every where applauded: [ 
„ cannot therefore mean a reproach 
e when I entreat of you to guide 
your benevolence in ſome meaſure 
„by your fortune. Not that I 
* would by any means prevent 
* you from indulging the feelings 
of your nature, or reſiſt the open- 
« ing of your purſe to the diſ- 
te trefled; but I would guard you 
„ againſt the hypocritical ſupplant, 
* and by ſaving it from the 1ntru- 
5 ſion of the unworthy, enable you 
*« to be the more uſeful; and at 
e the ſame time prevent the ne- 
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ce ceſſity of reducing the little pro- 


&« perty you are heir to. 


«© Believe me I am not con- 
4 cerned for myſelf. IJ he fortune 
« 1 poſſeſs is equal to my wants; 
6 but my wiſhes for you make me 
<c regret that when 1 die your eſtate 
„ will be encumbered with a debt 


& which it will ill admit of. 


„ But I will write no more on 
* this ſubject, and will only add my 
« prayers that you may ſoon return 
to bleſs the declining days of your 


« affectionate father, 


c 


La) 


«© H. COURTNEY. 
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Courtney felt 'the full force of 
his father's letter, and refle&ed with 
great regret on having occaſioned 
him a moment's pain ; for the lively 
affection he bore to this worthy 
parent made him feel an uneaſinets 
as acute as the good old man had 
himſelf experienced before he re- 


ſolved to write to his ſon on the 
ſubje&. 


But however his penetration and 
underſtanding might diſcover to him 


that the ſentiments of liberality 
ſhould be influenced by a reaſonable 


attention to the extent of his own 


fortune, 


( 45 4 
fortune, -and that he had in many 
inſtances been the dupe of pretended 
want, yet a few days only paſſed 
before his heart relaxed at the 
many objects of apparent diſtreſs 
which his ſituation diſcovered to 
him; and he would nor refuſe a 
relief which produced a gratification 
to him of a much more {ſenſible 
nature than could the enjoyment of 
the moſt extenſive property, with a 
ſoul narrowed to the feelings of 
humanity : and he was himſelf too 
haſty to penetrate into the real fitua- 


tion of the ſoliciting object, 
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The fituation of Courtney's affairs 
was no ſecret to Colonel Fitzjames ; 
and he often repreſented to his 
friend the danger of his improvi- 
dent liberality, but with little ef- 
fect; for it appeared to be a princi- 
ple of Courtney's exiſtence, and he 
might with as much eaſe have been 
prevailed upon to quit his poſt in 
the field of battle as to deny to 
others the free uſe of his purſe, 


Many weeks now paſſed, during 
which Captain Courtney was almoſt 
a conſtant viſitor at the houſe of 
the Colonel, He there daily en- 


joyed 


EF 


joyed the converſation of Caroline, 
and diſcovered how greatly his 
happineſs was heightened by her 
company: and though circumſtanced 
as his fortune was, he thought it 
would at that time be imprudent 
to marry, yet he found that no- 
thing would give him greater feli- 
city than at ſome future period to 
be permitted to make Caroline his 
wife: hut yet he thought it moſt 
honourable not to hint at ſuch a 
wiſh; and while he ſaw no rival in 
the way he felt himſelf contented in 
the enjoyment of her converſation and 
friendſhip. 

CH AP- 


C-48--) 
HAFEN . 


Tur converſation which had 
paſſed at the houſe of Colonel Fitz- 
james, gave to the feelings of Lord 
Belandine the utmoſt diſguſt; and 
the warm manner in which Caro- 
line expreſſed her thanks to Court- 


ney, rendered the Captain more 
odious to his Lordſhip. 


He immediately became jealous of 


her partiality to him; and knowing 
that 
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; that the. ſuperiority. of his own rank 

a and fortune would give him a de- 

cided preference with her family, he 

determined at laſt to make an of- 

fer of his hand and heart to 

Caroline; and if ſhe refuſed, to ſo- 
licit the interference of her relations. 
Having at length brought himſelf 
to this determination, he haſtened 
the following morning to the houſe 
of Colonel Fitzjames; and the Co- 
lonel being from home, and his 
lady engaged in ſome family buſi- 
neſs, he readily found an opportu- 
nity of declaring his paſſion to the 
adored Caroline. 


He 


_ 
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4 He addrefſed her with the ten- 


dereſt air he was capable of aſſuming; 
and after a ſhort converſation, be- 


gan on the ſubject which now oc- 


4 cupied all his thoughts. After pro- 


feſſing his long partiality for her; 


and declaring that the ardency of 


x his love, which he ſaid had daily 
1 encreaſed ſince he firſt had the hap- 


pineſs of ſeeing her in America, he 
beſought her to return a favorable 
anſwer to his paſſion, and to give 
him permiſſion to make application to 
her father. 


But this declaration of his affection 


produced 
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produced no ſentiment of returning 
regard from Caroline. She felt at 
ttibeir firſt interview a partiality for 
Courtney, which afterwards from a 
further knowledge of his heart had 
grown into the warmeſt eſteem ; 
and the unbounded encomiums of 
the Colonel, his adventuring his life 
to ſave her, together with the ſu- 
periority of his perſon and great 
contraſt of manners to that of Lord 
Belandine, gave him ſo decided a 
preference to her heart, that ſhe felt 
the utmoſt diſtreſs at the propoſal 
of his Lordſhip. She declared to 
him that ſhe felt herſelf highly ho- 
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nored in poſſeſüng the regard he 
profeſſed towards her, but aſſured 
him that her deſire at preſent was 
to make no change in her ſituation; 
and ſhe beſought him not to let a 
ſubject occupy his attention, which 


ſhe wiſhed not to have a thought 
on herſelf. 


But the more objections ſhe made 
the more earneſt his Lordſhip be- 
came in his entreaties: for he could 
not conceive it poſſible that ſhe 
could have any diſlike to a man 
of his rank and fortune; to an of- 
fer which no woman in England 


would, 
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would, he thought, heſitate upon a 
moment. He felt his pride hurt at 
her conduct; and he afterwards 
took his leave of her with declar- 
ing that he flattered himſelf he 
might in a few days receive an 


anſwer favorable to his wiſhes. 


Immediately on his Lordſhip's 
leaving her, Caroline burſt into 
tears. She felt the moſt painful 
uneafineſs from this open avowal 
of his love, and ſhe ſaw that it 
would be attended with conſequences 
moſt diſtreſſing to herſelf; as in 
conſequence of her refuſal to liſten to 
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his addreſſes, ſhe concluded he would 
apply to her ſiſter, who would think | 
the match by all means to be em- | 
braced. 


In the midſt of theſe reflections, 
and while her eyes were yet filled 


with tears, Captain Courtney entered 
the room. He was ſurpriſed and 
diſtreſſed at the affliction which 


oppreſſed her; and without knowing 
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the cauſe he beſought her to calm 
her grief but his preſence on the 
contrary rendered the idea of Lord 
Belandine's addreſſes more painful, 


and ſhe continued for a conſiderable 
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time unable to anſwer him. Igno- 
rant as he was of the converſation 
which had juſt paſſed, he knew 
not that the tenderneſs of his be- 
haviour towards her encreaſed the 
agony of her ſoul; and he en- 
treated her to inform him what ac- 
cident had happened, what misfor- 
tune had ariſen, to occaſion her 
ſuch uneaſineſs; and with emphaſis 
declared that he would lay down 
his life for her happineſs. 


But declarations of this ſort from 
him were little likely to relieve her 
oppreſſed heart; and he became 
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apprehenſive that ſhe would faint 


under the violence of her grief. 
He had thrown his arm tenderly 
round her, and ſhe had imper- 
ceptibly inclined her head on his 
ſhoulder : and in this ſituation, her 
eyes flowing with tears, ſhe conti- 
nued for ſome time. Captain Court- 
ney prefled her to his heart; and 
the 1dea of her fituation was almoſt 
obliterated from his thoughts by the 
ſenſations which aroſe while he held 


her in his arms. 


At length, however, her grief be- 
came leſs violent; but ſhe was fo 
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very weak as to be incapable of ſup- 
porting herſelf, and Courtney deſired 
her to drink a glaſs of wine. This 
revived her ſpirits a little, and ſhe 
was again capable of ſpeaking- He 
then enquired what had cauſed her 
ſo much unhappineſs : but this queſ- 
tion led to reflections which again 
drew tears into her eyes; and ſhe 
faulteringly beſought him not to 
ſpeak on a ſubject which ſhe wiſhed 
to drive from her remembrance, and 
which, ſhe ſaid, though of a nature 
too trifling to ſpeak of, ſhe could 
not poſſibly tell him; and being 
now more recovered, ſhe beſought 
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him to permit her to retire to her 
room; and after an expreſſion of con- 
cern for the trouble ſhe had given 
him, quitted him, and Courtney in- 
ſtantly left the houſe. 
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L ORD Belandine rer:ewed his vi- 
ſit to the houſe of Colonel Fitz- 
James the following day; but find- 
ing much company aftembled, he 
had no opportunity of urging his 


{uit with Caroline; he however took 


the earlicſt opportunity afterwards 


to ſpeak with her alone; but the 
anſwers he received ill ſuited with 
the heat of his paſſion, now that he 
had 'rclolved on marrying her, and 


he 
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he imbibed ſome anger from the 
cold manner in which ſhe received 
him, as he thought that an offer of 
the kind from a man of his rank 
and fortune would be at leaſt re- 
turned with an exertion of civility 
from the lady whom he had ſo con- 


deſcended to honor. 


This extraordinary coolneſs on the 
part of Caroline however he could 
not believe aroſe from a deſire to 
remain with her ſiſter, as ſhe pro- 
feſſed to be the caſe. He con- 
cluded that ſhe had already en- 
gaged her heart elſewhere; and no 
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ſooner had he conceived this idea 
than he inſtantly attributed the oc- 
caſion of that coldneſs to what he 
deemed to be the artifices of Court- 


ney. 


His anger was now raiſed to the 
higheſt pitch; and he determined 
to be revenged of Courtney by do- 
ing him all the prejudice which he 
conceived poſliible to effect by his 


own great influence and intereſt. 


He reflected at the ſame time on 
what would be the beſt means of 
promotipg his ſuit with Caroline; 


and 
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( 62 ) 
and readily perceiving that her family 
would embrace with earneſtneſs the 
propoſal of ſuch an union, he de- 
termined to give himſelf no fur- 
ther trouble in applications to her, 


but to make known his ſentiments 
to them. 


He knew the pride and ambition 
of Mrs. Fitzjames would view the 
offer in the moſt advantageous 
light, and he now thought it of 
little conſequence what might be 
the feelings of Caroline, provided 
he could by any means obtain her 


as his wife: not but that it would 


have 


hav 
ha\ 
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have given him more ſatisfaction to 
have obtained her eſteem, becauſe 
he believed that he felt an uncon- 
querable affection for her; but then 
this affection, this love, this defire 
to obtain her as his wife, aroſe from 
the beauty of her perſonal figure, 
and not from any regard that he 
paid to the accompliſhments of her 
mind, which were with him in very 
little eſteem; and conſequently if 
he gained poſſeſſion of her perſon 
it was not entirely neceſſary, in his 
mind, to gain her approbation to 
the union. 


With 
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With reflections of this ſort he 
at length brought himſelf to a de- 


termination of opening to Colonel 
Fitzjames and his lady the intention 
he had formed of offering his hand 
to Caroline, and to requeſt their 
mediation in his behalf with the fa- 
mily and with the fair object of 
his paſſion. , 


An opportunity was not long 
wanting to put this plan in execu- 
tion; and the propoſal was received 
with pleaſure both by the Colonel 
and his lady. They aſſured him 
that they ſhould be happy to pro- 
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mote the wiſhes of his Lordſhip, 


and doubted not of the approbation Ws 
of Lord Thornton and the conſent | c 
of Caroline. Wa 
© 

Mrs, Fitzjames in particular was 15 
ſo overjoyed at the propoſal, that TY 


ſhe ſent inſtantly to enquire when 
the next packet would ſail for 


England that ſhe might not miſs 


the firſt opportunity which ſhould 155 
offer of making known to her father by” 


the advantageous match that awaited 
her ſiſter, 


The remainder of that day Lord 
Belandine 


2 — = 


39 
Belandine ſpent at the Colonel's; 
and Mrs. Fitzjames abounded in 
expreſſions of eſteem and regard for 
his Lordſhip, and in affurances of 
the conſent of Caroline to his wiſhes. 
At a very late hour he took his 
leave, after having been engaged by 


Mrs. Fitzjames to dine with them the 
day following. 
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Th E moment Lord Belandine 
quitted the room, Mrs. Fitzjames 
burſt out into the moſt violent ex- 
clamations of Joy for the honor 
and advantage which the family 
would obtain by an alliance with 
his Lordſhip, She would inſtantly 
have ſent for Caroline, and made 
known to her the high honor which 
awaited her, bad not the Colonel 
reprefſed her deſire, and requeited 
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her, as it was late, to poſtpone do- 
ing ſo till the following day. 


Caroline had not made her ap- 
pearance during the time that Lord 
Belandine was in the houſe, having 
ſent ſome apology for not leaving 
her room that evening, the true 
motive of which was her diſlike 


to his company. 


In the morning however at break- 
faſt, when the Colonel was preſent, 
Mrs. Fitzjames ſtated to her the 
overtures which had been made by 


Lord Belandine; the relation of 
which 
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which was accompanied by continual 
remarks on the great ſuperiority of 
the alliance in point of rank and 
fortune to what ſhe could poſſibly 
have expected, and an unequivo- 
cal congratulation on her good 


fortune. 


Caroline, (though greatly afflicted 
at this information, by which ſhe 
diſcovered the determination of Lord 
Belandine to carry his point by 
any means whatever,) thought it 
prudent to await an opportunity 
when the paſſions of her ſiſter were 
not ſo ſtrongly agitated by the ima- 

F 2 ginary 


* 


. So = 


wo 


w 7. = 2 


8 


- : — a 
we © 


— 


ä 


3 


e 
SH W 11 
Sc , 

— A +. 


- 
8. 
- 
— 
. * 


1 
* 


- 
$4 7 > 


4% 
1 


1 - 
— 
Long Os \ þ 
< a. 
2 
- Ol 


8 
wy 


= 


2 


9 Tec 
= - 8 13 
8 


CT 6-1 


ginary happineſs of honorable and 
opulent alliances, before ſhe declared 
her utter difſike to his Lordſhip, 
and only replied that ſhe hoped her 


filter would not too readily embrace 
a propoſal of the Kind, however 
advantageous it might appear, until 
ſhe herſelf had been given leiſure 
to refle& on her own inclination 
to the change ſhe muſt embrace : 
that the extent of her wiſhes hi- 
therto had been to remain with 
Mrs. Fitzjames, and fhe knew not 
that ſhe could reſolve on a circum- 
ſtance that would occaſion a ſepara- 
tion. 
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To this Mrs; Fitzjames paid but 
little attention; conſidering the reply 
as natural to a young woman, 
where a propoſal embracing ſuch a 
revolution in their manner of life, 
and ſuch a ſecluſion from former 
friendſhips muſt ariſe, and ſmilingly 
replied, that in the preſent inſtance 
ſhe ſhould take the privilege of 
thinking upon herſelf, convinced 
that her dear ſiſter would readily 
believe that ſhe could have no ob- 
jet for doing fo but her own parti- 
cular happinels. 


Caroline made no' farther reply; 
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.as ſoon as breakfaſt was over retired 
.to her room, where ſhe gave way 
to that ſorrow which ſhe had before 
repreſſed, and inſtantly burſt into 
tears. 


The idea of being the wife of 
.Lord Belandine, a man of a fiery 
and unfeeling temper, and who had 
purſued means to induce her friends 
to urge his ſuit, while he knew ſhe 
had declared her objection to his 
.addrefles, convinced her that no hap- 
pineſs could be the reſult of their 
marriage : and after having for ſome 
time given way to the diſtreſs of 
mind 
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mind which followed theſe ſenti- 
ments, her imagination gradually 
brought before her the tender ſen- 
ſibility and upright conduct of 
Courtney; and ſhe felt that to be 
taken away even from his ſociety 
would be an affliction ſhe wiſhed 
not to ſuffer. 


A ſervant now came with a note 
from Mrs. Fitzjames to inform Ca- 
roline that Lord Belandine would 
dine with them that day, and to re- 
queſt her to be ready early to re- 
ceive him. 
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This was a new ſource of afflic- 


tion to her. To meet a man whom 
ſhe had never eſteemed, and for 
whom ſhe now felt ſome reſent- 
ment, and who was expected like- 
wiſe by her ſiſter to be received 
with particular attention, ſo over- 
whelmed her, that ſhe threw her- 
ſelf on her bed in an agony of de- 
ſpair, and her ſpirits became ſo 
agitated that ſhe was obliged to ring 
for the ſervant, and deſire her to 
remain in the room. Suſan gave 
her a glaſs of water; which having 
drank, a little recovered her ſpirits, 
and fhe thought ſhe could ſupport 

herſelf 
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herſelf during the ſtay of the diſa- 
greeable viſitor ſhe was to receive; 
but on attempting to dreſs, ſhe was 
ſo very languid and weak that the 


' ſervant recommended to her not to go 
out of her room that day. 


On the arrival of Lord Belan- 
dine, Mrs. Fitzjames ſent privately 
to Caroline defiring her company ; 
but ſhe was obliged to fend an 
apology for not appearing, inform- 
ing her ſiſter that ſhe had been fo 
ill during the morning as to render 
her incapable of attending at din- 


ner. 
Mrs. Fitz- 
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Mrs. Fitzjames was much hurt by 
this information; more particularly 
1o as ſhe knew not how to account 
for her abſence to Lord Belandine. 
She however apologized to his 
Lordſhip by attributing it to her 
difidence in conſequence of having 
been informed of the honor his 
Lordſhip had done her in the pro- 
poſal made to them, and with 
which Caroline had been made ac- 
quainted. 


With this his Lordſhip appeared 
perfectly ſatisfied: and he ſat down 
10 dinner with the Colonel and his 
lady, 


' 
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lady, who ſpent the day in converſa- 
tion on the ſubject which now occu- 
pied ſo much of their thoughts. 
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A S early as poſſible on the fol- 
lowing morning, Mrs. Fitzjames 
went to Caroline's apartment to en- 
quire more particularly after her 
health, and to remonſtrate on her 
conduct of the preceding day. 


Caroline was till in bed, and 
very far from well, having a fever 
upon her in conſequence of the agi- 
tation ſhe had experienced, and be- 


ing 
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ing beſides faint and languid. Mrs. 


Fitzjames, after expreſſing her anx- 
jety for her health, gently remon- 
ſtrated on her neglect of Lord Be- 


landine, declaring that to trifle with 


a man of ſuch conſequence was 


very imprudent and dangerous, and 
recommended her to accede to the 
wiſhes of her friends; of which, 


Mrs, Fitzjames ſaid, ſhe could not 


doubt her intention, notwithſtanding 
her having coquetted a little on the 
occaſion. 


Caroline entreated her ſiſter to 


hear her diſpaſſionately, when ſhe 
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( 80 ) 
aflured her that her reſolution was, 
never to marry Lord Belandine: 
that the opportunity ſhe had had 
of obſerving the temper of his 
Lordſhip convinced her that ſuch 
an union could be prodictive only 
of uneaſineſs and miſery to herſelf, 


and of trouble to her tamily. 


Aﬀtoniſhed at what ſhe heard, 
Mrs. Fitzjames deſired to know 
wherein ſhe had obſerved ſuch a 
diſpoſition as to induce her to adopt 
a reſolution ſo fatal to her intereſt 
and honor; for it is not probable, 
ſaid ſhe, that a matrimonial pro- 
poſal 


E 


poſal of a rank equal to that which 
now offers itſelf will ever again be 
made to you: beſides that your fa- 
ther will in all probability be 
highly offended when he ſhall be 
informed of your conduct ; and for 
myſelf I muſt ſay that it appears 
to be nothing but female caprice 
and folly. 


Caroline again beſought her not 
to judge ungenerouſly of her de- 
termination. She aſſured her that 
although ſhe reſpected Lord Be- 
landine as the friend and acquaint- 
ance of the Colonel, yet that ſhe 
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was incapable of that eſteem for 
him which was neceſſary in her 
mind to determine her to become 


his wife. 


Finding her in this diſpoſition, 
Mrs. Fitzjames left the room, after 


embracing her, telling her that ſhe 


would not urge the matter fo 
haſtily as ſhe had at firſt intended, 
but recommended to her reflection 


the chance ſhe might have of ever 


again meeting a man of the rank 
of his Lordſhip if ſhe from too 


trifling an occaſion repulſed his 
overtures of alliance. 
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When alone with the Colonel, 
Mrs. Fitzjames related her converſa- 
tion with Caroline, and her deter- 
mination of not liſtening to his 
Lordſhip as her huſband. She 
could not tell (the ſaid) to what 
cauſe to attribute ſo imprudent a 
reſolution; as that for her part ſhe 
faw nothing in the conduct of that 


nobleman at which any woman might 


object. 


Colonel Fitzjames acquieſced in 
the ſentiments of his wife ; but ſaid 
that to preſs or ſtrive to compel 
her fiſter to liſten to his overtures 
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16 
would only render him the more 
ol moxious to her; and that if it 


were nothing but caprice a ſhort 


time would change her ſentiments. 


But ſuch arguments as theſe could 
not ſatisfy Mrs. Fitzjames. She 
{aw nothing ſo very objectionable 
in his Lordſhip's conduct, and the 
rank he held was certainly no ſmall 
recommendation in a female eye: 
ſhe began therefore to ſuſpect that 
there was ſome other cauſe of diſlike 
to his addreſſes, and that the heart 
of Caroline was rendered callous to 

his 


(. 85 } 


his merit only by having been pre- 
occupied by another object. 


Having adopted this opinion, ſhe 
determined in future to watch the be- 
haviour and conduct of Caroline to- 
wards the different viſitors whom they 
ſaw, and to diſcover if poſtible to 
whom to attribute that partiality which 
ſhe ſo carneſtly wiſhed to be poſſeſſed 
by Lord Belandine. 
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Dvuxixc the whole of theſe 
proceedings at the houſe of Colonel 
Firzjames, Captain Courtney had 
been on duty at the moſt diſtant 
parts of the camp. He returned in 
about three days after the laſt viſit 
of Lord Belandine to the Colonel's, 
and inſtantly called at the houſe 


of his friend to enquire after their 


welfare. 


This 
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This long abſence of Courtney's 
had not a little contributed to the 
uncaſineſs of Caroline. In conſe- 
quence of Lord Belandine's propo- 
ſals ſhe had inveſtigated her heart, 
and could not diſguiſe from her- 
ſelf, that of all men living Court- 
ney poſſeſſed the greateſt ſhare of 
her eſteem. When he called at the 
Colonel's he found a ſelect party 
of friends, to all of whom he paid 
his compliments; but on addreſſing 
himſelf to Caroline a ſudden tremor 
ſeized her, and it was with difficulty 
ſhe could anſwer his enquiries after 
her health. This eſcaped not the in- 
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( 88 ) 
quiſitive eye of her ſiſter; and dur- 
ing the remainder of the day ſhe 
narrowly obſerved her behaviour 
and convinced herſelf of the great 
cauſe of her objections to Lord 
Belandine. 


Thus confirmed in her ſuſpicion 
reſpecting the heart of her ſiſter, 
ſhe reſolved to counteract it to the 
utmoſt of her power, and for this pur- 
poſe to reſtrain the viſits of Captain 
Courtney at her houſe. But of this diſ- 
covery or of this determination ſhe 
did not acquaint the Colonel, con- 
vinced that the high opinion he 


entertained 


(v9 3 
entertained of his friend would make 
him reſiſt her endeavours to abridge 
his viſits, and perhaps would even 


approve the preference made by 
Caroline. 


In the courſe of the next viſit 
Courtney perceived a coldneſs in the 
behaviour of Mrs, Fitzjames, for 
which he could not account. As 
yet he knew not of the profefled 
attachment of Lord Belandine; or 
indeed if he had he would not rea- 


dily have placed the attention of 


her behaviour to ſuch an occaſion ; 


For as he had never made known 
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his ſtrong partiality for her, or ſought 
to obtain 'an influence in her heart, 
he could not have ſuppoſed it to 


have ariſen from thence. 


However the idea of incivility 
might affect him, he could not 
readily believe that any want of 
reſpe&t was intended him by a 
lady who had on former occaſions 
treated him with the moſt apparent 
eſteem; and as theſe came from the 
wife of his moſt beloved friend, 
he was determined not to admit 
them to interrupt his viſits: how- 
ever he diſcovered on thoſe occa- 


ſions 


(8-3 
lions ſuch marked incivility that it 


at length drew him from thoſe par- 
ties, in which once it was his 


greateſt happineſs to join. 


Lord Belandine in the mean time 
became more careſſed, and was now 
the moſt welcomed gueſt. To carry on 
ſucceſsfully her ſchemes, Mrs. Fitz- 


james gave his Lordſhip aſſurances 


that the heart of her ſiſter was not 


unfavourable to his wiſhes, and that 
ſo ſoon as they had time to make 
known the propoſal of his Lord- 
ſhip to her father and to receive 
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( 92 ) 
His aſſent, and other preliminaries 


were ſettled, the nuptials ſhould be 
Jolemnized. 


Full of pleaſure at this aſſurance, 
and exulting in the idea of ob- 
taining the hand of ſo accompliſhed 
a woman, he took the firſt oppor- 
tunity that offered of again ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to Caroline: from 
her however he was not ſo flat- 
tered ; ſhe perſiſted in her objec- 
tions to a change of life, and en- 
treated him to beſtow his regard 
on one more deſerving, and more 
willing to do juſtice to his merit. 

He 


( 93 ) 

He was not however to be ſo 
repulſed ; he was affured, he ſaid, 
of the approbation of her family, 
and his heart would not permit 
him to quit an object of ſuch hea- 
venly form and ſentiments. He 
would await in patience an acknow- 
ledgment of eſteem from her, which 
it was now the higheſt wiſh of his 
life to obtain; and although he 
could not inſure a return of that 
invincible paſſion which involved 
his felicity in that of the adored ob- 
ject to whom he addreffed himſelf, 
he would at leaſt convince her how 
much he merited her regard by the 
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moſt unlimited arrangements for 
her happineſs in the ſettlement of 


his fortune. 


This ſpeech was an additional ag- 
gravation to the ſoul of Caroline. 
The confidence he appeared to 


have of making her his wife even 


in ſpite of all the objections ſhe 


had expreſſed, harrowed up her 
ſoul with horror and deſpair, and 


ſhe burſt forth into an exclamation 


of diſtreſs. 


« Good God,” cried ſhe, “is it 
poſſible that my ſiſter can have lead 


you 
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you ſo confidently to aſſume the 
idea of dragging me unwillingly to 
a bond of union, which, even where the 
feelings of my heart might prompt 
me to regard and eſteem the man, 
I cannot reflect on without appre- 
henſion; and can you, my Lord, 
while I declare my objections, ſo 
obſtinately perſiſt in your propoſals 
to my family, and ſeek the means 
of making me wretched for ever? 
Know then, that I never will be 
your wife! My father I am confident 
will never make uſe of authority to 
compel me to an acquieſcence which 
my nature revolts at, to an alliance 

that 
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that would lay a foundation of per- 
petual miſery to mylelf, and of 
regret and trouble to him. No, 
my Lord, though you have ob- 
tained an influence with my ſiſter, 
yet my father will never conſent 
to accept for a {on in law a man 
who 1s not eſteemed by the child 


molt intereſted in the event. 


So ſaying, ſhe haſtily left the 
room, and his Lordſhip remained 
in a ſtate of aſtoniſhment and diſ- 
may ſcarcely to be deſcribed. He 
walked up and down with violent 
and haſty ſteps, and with his hand 
hekl 


C083 


held hard againſt his forehead.— 
« And is it poſtible,” ſaid he to 
himſelf, that I ſhould be under {uch 
concern for this worthleſs girl, when 
I know that there are hundreds, her 
ſuperiors both in fortune and in 
rank, who would rejoice at the idea 
of becoming my wite; and fhall I 


overlook them for the purpoſe of 


bringing on myſelf this humiliating 
refuſal? No! By heavens I will be 
gratified in my withes; and will 
even in ſpite of herfelf obtain her 
as my wife.“ 
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He was now interrupted by the 
preſence of Mrs. Fitzjames, who, 
knowing that he had taken this 
opportunity of {peaking to Caroline, 
was very anxious for the event. 
She had therefore watched the re- 
turn of her ſiſter, of whom ſhe en- 
quired what was become of his 
Lordſhip; Caroline could anſwer her 
with nothing but tears, and haſtened 
to her own room. Mrs. Fitzjames, 
who was determined not readily to 
renounce this opportunity of an 
honorable alliance in her family, 
and fearing that his Lordſhip might 
be induced by the behaviour of 


her 


he 


W 1 


1 


her ſiſter to give vp the purſuit of his 
wiſhes, haſtencd to join him. 


She at firſt rallied him on his 
gallantry and attention; and being 
quickly made acquainted with the 
tenor of the converſation which had 
paſſed, ſhe declared 1t to be no- 
thing but youthful vanity, and aſ- 
ſured him that he certainly would 
find thoſe objections quickly re- 
moved. His Lordſhip poſſeſſed a 
conſiderable ſhare of vanity himſelf, 
and would not have attributed the 
behaviour of Caroline to any other 
cauſe, had there not been a parti 
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cular force and energy in her decla- 
ration and manner on this occaſions 
which quite confounded the Peer, 
and carried conviction of that truth 
the words were meant to expreſs. 
The' declaration of Mrs. Fitzjames 
however revived his hopes and re- 
newed his ſpirit; and he returned 
with her to the party 1n better hu- 


mour than Caroline had left him. 


He had not joined the company 
but a few minutes before Captain 
Courtney was announced, who had 
not called at the houſe of the Co- 
lonel for many days. The latter 
expreſſed 


1 


expreſſed his ſurpriſe at not having 
met him for ſo long a time and 
deſired to know what had lately ſo 
much occupied his attention as to 


take him totally from his friends. 


This ſpeech rather confuſed Court- 
ney; he could not ſtate the real 
motive, and had not prepared him- 
ſelf with an excuſe for the occafion. 
He at laſt hefitatingly ſaid—“ I 


have been engaged, my dear Colo- 


nel in writing a little hiſtory of the 


events which have occurred ſince 


my arrival 1n this part of the globe. 


I have long intended to do ſo, but 
II 2 delayed 
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delayed it from various cauſes till 


now.“ 


This declaration was the truth. 
Deprived as he was, by the beha- 
viour of Mrs. Fitzjames, of any 
pleaſure in viſiting at the houſe of 
his friend, and not knowing how 
to relieve his mind from the unea- 
ſineſs it occaſioned, he had actually 
made a regular hiſtory of his life 


from the period he mentioned, 


« I am glad to hear,” ſaid the 
Colonel, „that you have been ſo 


uſefully employing your time. I 


know 


V 


( 103 ) 
know not an officer in the whole 
army,” continued he, addreſſing him- 
ſelf to the company, © more qua- 
lified to write a general hiſtory of 
our campaigns than Captain Court- 
ney. It will require no {mall ſhare 
of genius to give a ſufficiently de- 
ſcriptive account of the proceedings 
of the army ſo as to convince our 
countrymen at home that we have 
not been idle in the buſineſs we 


were ſent out to accompliſh.” 


ce You are inclined to be pleaſant 
on what 1 have told you,” an- 
ſwered Courtney. * You will re— 
H 3 member, 
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member, Colonel, I mentioned it 
for the purpoſe of apologizing foi 
my abſence from my beſt friends. 
The narrative I have made was for 
my own amuſement ; but at the fame 
time it aſſiſts my philoſophy, and 
by diſcovering to me the erroneous 
judgments I had formed, and my 
own indiſcretions, acts as a Mentor 


on future occaſions. 


* Very good,” cried Major O'Hara, 


an Iriſh officer of good family, who 


was preſent. © Really I never heard 


a juſter remark, I am perſuaded 


that if men in general were but to 


do 


("308-7 


.do the ſame, they would derive 
more benefit from it than from read- 
ing all the books on morality and 
virtue that ever have been pub- 


liſhed.” 


& I fee not the procecding in 
that light,” ſaid Lord Belandine : 
will not ſuch a conduct equally 
inſtruct the artful knave and the 
deſigning villain to lay ſchemes for 
the unwary with greater ingenuity, 
by pointing out with more accuracy 
the cauſes whereby his former purſuits 


were fruſtrated ?” 
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This ſpeech his Lordſhip deli- 
vered with particular emphaſis, He 
had before grown jealous of Court- 
ney's viſits to Caroline, and at- 
ter what had juſt paſſed between 
them, he could not fee him at the 
houſe but with conſiderable agita- 
tion; and his anger was not leſſened 
by the attention which he now 
drew, and the praiſe he had ob- 


tained. 


« The conſequence it would have 
on ſuch characters, my Lord,“ ſaid 
Courtney, * I think cannot well 
be argued againſt the uſefulneſs of 


the 


( 107 ) 


the proceeding ; beſides, it is a 
practice which that deſcription of 
mankind always purſue, for they 
cannot lay down a ſyſtem to de- 
ceive an individual but by reflect- 
ing on his conduct; and by inveſti- 
cating the diſpoſition of his heart, 
judge of the artihces neceſſary to 


ce put in practice.“ 


* Undoubtedly,” replied the Ma- 
or again. The virtuous and un- 
deſigning are the only perſons who 
Jo not practiſe reflection. The 
ambitious and the wicked are every 


day inveſtigating buman nature, and 


by 
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by diſcovering the particular weak- 
neſſes of men are continually making 


them their prey.” 


Mrs. Fitzjames, obſerving that this 
converſation grew diſagreeable to 
his Lordſhip, changed the ſubject. 
Supper ſoon after came in, and Lord 
Belandine quitted the houſe as early 
as poſſible; full of indignation at 


Courtney, whom he now more than 
ever hated and diſliked, 


CHAP- 


CHAPTER: 1X, 


Tus jealouſy of Lord Belandine 
was now ſo conſiderably encreaſed, 
that although he retired to bed on 
his return from Colonel Fitzjames's 
it was not to fleep. He lay reſt- 
leſs and unhappy till the day began 
to appear, and then aroſe, determined 
if poſhble by ſome means to pro- 
cure the abſence of .Courtney from 


the camp. 
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The intereſt of his Lordſhip with 


the Commander in Chief was very 
conſiderable. He often dined at his 
table, where he was much careſſed 
and attended to; for the influence 
of his Lordſhip with the Miniſtry 
was ſerviceable to the intereſted pur- 
poles of the General. 


Lord Belandine determined to wait 
on the Commander in the courſe of 
the morning. He found a ready 
admittance to his levee, and was 
invited to ſtay dinner. This was 
conformable to his wiſhes; and he 
reſolved to ſolicit the removal of 


Courtney 


„ 


Courtney if any poſſible means of 


mentioning it occurred. 


In the courſe of the converſation 
of the day the General ſpake of the 
influence which Sir James Johnſon 
had obtained among the Indians up 
the lakes and on the back ſettle- 
ments, and ſaid that he wiſhed to 
ſend an officer on whoſe intrepidity 
and conduct he could depend, to 
aſſiſt him in preſerving that influ- 
ence, and to direct it to the moſt 
ſerviceable purpoſes. Lord Belan- 
dine inſtantly declared that he knew 
an officer whom he believed might 


be 


| 
| 
| 
| 


5 


rendered uſeful on ſuch an occaſion, 


and mentioned Captain Courtney, 
who, he ſaid, he doubted not would, 
at the Commander's deſire, readily 


embark in the undertaking. 


The General gladly liſtened to 
this information, and determined to 
ſend for him and converſe with 
him on the ſubject; accordingly 
Courtney was ſent to the following 
day; and after converſing with him 
a conſiderable time, the General in- 
formed him that his ſervices were 
required at a diſtant part, where 
confidence and conduct were necel- 

ſary ; 


Ens 


ſary; that he had ſelected him for 


the appointment, under a confidence 


that although he was not perſonally 
acquainted, yet that he had. heard 
ſome particulars which gave him 
aſſurance of its ſucceſs in entruſting 
him with the management of the 


buſinels. 


Courtney was confounded and 
aſtoniſhed at this addreſs. He could 
not poſſibly conceive by what means 
he had been introduced to the no- 
tice of the Commander in Chief, 
and he was equally at a loſs to 
gueſs on what embaſſy he was to 
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be engaged. He however quickly 
anſwered him, thanked him for the 
partial opinion he had expreſſed, 
and aſſured him that as a ſoldier he 


conſidered himſelf at all times ready 


to execute his General's commands. 


The Commander then opened to 
him the defire he had of ſend- 
ing him into the back countries 
to keep up the intereſt of the 
Engliſh with the native Indians. 


This at firſt rather ſtartled him: 


but however reflecting that it was 


a commiſſion which ſome officer 


muſt execute, and not thinking it 


conſiſtent 


* 


h 


6 


conſiſtent with the duty of a ſoldier 


to flinch from the execution of any 
ſervice however hazardous or diſ- 
agreeable, he ſignified his readineſs 
to undertake the commiſhon when- 


ever his Commander thought proper. 


This gave infinite pleaſure to the 
General. He embraced him, and 
aſſured him of his particular friend- 
ſhip and eſteem ; he informed him 
that he muſt be ready in the courſe 
of a fortnight or three weeks to ſet 
ſail for Quebec, and that a ſhip 
ſhould be ordered round to take 
him there, as it was neceſſary that 
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no time ſhould be loſt in the exes 


cution of the buſineſs. 


Courtney was detained by him 
ſeveral hours, and had particular 
advice and inſtruction given him how 
to proceed, to render the moſt ef- 
fectual ſervice in the execution of 
the commiſſion to be entruſted to 
him; and he expreſſed himſelf greatly 
ſatisfied with his abilities to execute 
the arduous undertaking. 


Courtney was now permitted to 
take his leave; and he inſtantly 
haſtened to find Colonel Fitzjames, 

whom 


1 


whom he met on the parade, and 


related to him an occurrence which 
he doubted not would excite in him 


an aſtoniſhment equally as great as 
his own. 


The Colonel deſired to know by 
whom the Captain had been recom- 
mended; but of this the latter could 
not inform him. He defired the 
Colonel to give him his ſentiments 
on the nature of the buſineſs, and 
to aſſiſt him in preparing for his de- 
parture. Fitzjames moſt readily pro- 
miſed to afford him all the infor- 
mation and ſervice in his power; 

I 2 and 


E 


and deſiring Courtney to dine with him 
that day, which the latter could not 
refuſe, however reluctant, they walked 


towards the houſe. 


When Mrs. Fitzjames was in- 
formed of the commiſſion which 
Courtney had received, ſhe appeared 
greatly to rejoice at his good 
fortune; but the ſecret cauſe of the 
great ſatisfaction it produced to her 
was, that ſhe ſhould be relieved 
from his viſits, and by his abſence 
Caroline might be drawn to pay a 
more favorable attention to the paſſion 


of Lord Belandine, Full of theſe 
| ideas, 


N 


ideas, ſhe behaved with the utmoſt 
cordiality and good humour to him 


during the whole time of his viſit, 
and expreſſed great ſatisfaction at the 
honor which the Commander in 
Chief had done him by ſelecting 


him for ſuch a ſervice, 


Caroline on the contrary heard it 
with great uneaſineſs. She felt it 
as a dagger to her heart. Beſides 
it was, ſhe thought, ſending him on 
a commiſſion where fame was not 
to be acquired, and where he ran 
additional hazard of loſing his life. 
Sociery would be a ſtranger to him, 

I 3 and 


13 


and the cuſtoms and peculiarities 


of the people to whom he was to 
be ſent, would diſguſt him, It was 
as it were burying him alive, and 
ſhe ſhuddered at the idea that ſhe 
might never ſee him more. 


Mrs. Fitzjames in the mean time 
was ſo overjoyed at the informa- 
tion of his ſoon quitting New Vork, 
that ſhe either forgot her jealouſy 
of Caroline's partiality for him, or 
otherwiſe thought it of very little 
conſequence; for ſhe now ſpake to 
him with the height of good na- 
ture and :friendſhip, and joined in 

the 


% 


tl 


a. 
the Colonel's requeſt that they might 1 


have as much of his time before he by , 
ſailed as poſſible. 9 g 


This was no ſmall ſatisfaction to 
Courtney; and he began to doubt 
whether he had not unjuſtly har- 4 1 
boured ſentiments of her behaviour 
towards him which ſhe did not me- 
Tit; and the idea of being wel- 
comed again to that houſe which 
held the chief treaſure of his heart, 
for ſome time prevented his reflect ing 
| -that he muſt ſoon hurry away from 
dt, perhaps never to return! 


| 14 CHAP: 
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CHAPTER X. 


1 ORD Belandine, in having this 
opportunity of getting Courtney re- 
moved from the poſlibility of in- 
terrupting him in his addreſſes to 
Caroline, meant not to promote his 
intereſt; and he was not a little 
concerned that to effect this re- 
moval he muſt be introduced into 
the company of the Commander 
in Chief: he however conſoled him- 
ſelf with the reflection that a few 


days 


C083 ©} 


days would take him from the place 
where he could either obtain the 
notice of the Commander or inter- 
rupt his own more private purſuits : 
but as his diſlike to Courtney was 
encreaſed to ſuch a degree as to 
make him hate even the fight of 
him, which perhaps he could not 
avoid if he remained on ſhore, he 
feigned engagements on board his 
ſhip, which would occupy his time 
for ſeveral days. 


Courtney was now often with the 
Commander. Colonel Fitzjames, who 
in conſequence of the preparations 


which 


(_ 284 3 


which were making for his depar- 
ture was alſo often with him, took 
every opportunity an his power of 
dwelling on the great merit of his 
friend ; and the general knowledge 
that obtained of the buſineſs on which 
he was to be ſent, drew forth many 
remarks on his character from offi- 
cers who were very intimate at the 
table of the Chief, highly advan- 
tageous and creditable. 


Thus it appeared that what was 


meant merely to get rid of a very 


troubleſome rival on the part of 
Lord Belandine would probably be 


productive 


6 125 ) 


productive of great advantage to 
Courtney, in promoting his intereſt 
with thoſe in whom reſted the 
power to ſerve. The ſituation he 
was to fill was itſelf of a confi- 
dential nature, and required at the 
ſame time a perſon of ability and 
ſpirit. It therefore called forth the 
hidden merits of the Captain into 
public view, and the Commander 
was more than barely ſatisfied with 
the choice he had made, he ſaw 
that he had entruſted the buſineſs 
to a man qualified in a ſuperior 
degree for the execution of his 
plans, by pofleſſing an eaſy and open 


beha- 


M89 
behaviour, an ardent and undaunted 


ſpirit, and an unchangeable reſolu- 
tion. 


Courtney had now an opportu- 
nity of ſeeing and converſing with 
Caroline daily; but while he was 
full of ſpirits at the idea of the 
commiſſion given him to execute, 
a melancholy air and manner gra- 
dually encreaſed on her. The idea 
of his quitting her—perhaps never 
to ſee her again! together with the 
certainty of being purſued by Lord 
Belandine, and harrafſed to marry 
him by her ſiſter, and very proba- 

. bly 


(107-1 
bly by the reſt of her family, ſo 


preyed on her ſpirits that it de- 
ſtroyed the pleaſure ſhe could not 
but otherwiſe have enjoyed in the 
frequent opportunities of ſeeing and 
converſing with the man who poſ- 


ſeſſed ſo much of her eſteem. 


Courtney could not but perceive 
the alteration in her vivacity and 
manner; and reflecting on the length 
of time it would probably be before 
he could return, he felt apprehenſive 


that even if no cauſes precluded it, 
he might be deprived of her by 


death; and by admitting theſe thoughts 
he 


E 


he at length ſo fully perſuaded him- 
ſelf that illneſs was preying on her 
frame, that it rendered him more 
reſtleſs and unhappy, and he began 
to dread the moment that ſhould 
carry him away. 


Being in company one morning 
with a young officer of his ac- 
quaintance, with whom he was con- 
verſing on the truſt repoſed in him 
by the Chief, and expreſſing his 
ſurprize by what means he had 
been fixed on, the other rephed, 
that he owed it to the partiality 
of Lord Belandine for Caroline 

| Thorn- 
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Thornton; for that his Lordſhip had 
obſerved his viſits at that houſe 
with a jealous eye, and on hearing 
the Commander enquire for an of- 
ficer who might be prevailed on to 
go on ſuch an expedition, had re- 
commended him. 


Courtney felt the effects of this 
information through his whole frame. 
He changed colour, and trembled, 
and was altogether ſo agitated that 
the officer readily perceived the 
truth of his Lordſhip's ſuſpicions. 
He rallied him on the occaſion ; 
but told him that however Lord 

Belan- 
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Belandine might procure his abſence 
for the preſent, he doubted not it 
Courtney exerted himſelf in the exe- 
cution of the truſt committed to 
his management with credit and 
effect, but that he would obtain 
ſuch an honorable promotion as would 
abundantly recompence his exer- 
tions; the officer added, that if he 
even now ſhould defire to retire 
from the engagements he had un- 
dertaken to fulfil he could not with 
honor do ſo, for that it was incon- 
ſiſtent with the character and duty 
of a ſoldier to refuſe to execute 

any 


6 


any military ſervice for his coun— 


try that was not diſhonorable. 


Courtney ſoon took his leave of 
his friend; and returned home in 
a ſtate of mind ſcarcely to be de- 
ſcribed. He recollected ſeveral lit- 
tle occurrences corroborating the 
aſſertions of the officer, and even 
began to ſuſpect that the beha- 
viour of Mrs. Fitzjames originated 


from the ſame cauſe. 


Diſtracted with theſe thoughts, 
he knew not on what to deter- 
mine. Although he had not foſtered 

Vol. I. K the 
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the idea of making Caroline his for 
ever; yet to totally renounce the 
hope, and to leave her to the ſoli- 
citations of a man of ſuch conſe- 
quence as Lord Belandine, was a 
violence to his heart that he could 
not reſolve. on: and yet, circum- 
ſtanced as he knew his patrimony 


was, how could he ſupport her was 
ſhe to conſent to be his wife. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER TI. 


F ULL of heavineſs and deſpair, 
and undetermined how to act, he 
went forth towards the houſe which 
held the object of his affection. 
He repeatedly ſtopped, and was 
often on the point of returning, 
reſolving never more to ſee her: 
he however gradually drew nearer, 
and as he went ſtrove to repreſs 
his feelings. On rapping at the 


door his heart beat with violent 
K 2 agi- 
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agitation, and he could ſcarcely ar- 
ticulate when he met the Colonel, 
who was alone in his ſtudy. He 
however ſoon recovered himſelf ſuf- 
ficiently to enter into converſation 
with him; and as it was early, the 
Colonel propoſed, that they ſhould 
ſend to Caroline and her filter, and 
take a walk before dinner. 


Courtney affented with infinite 
pleaſure. The Colonel then ſen: to 
them, and Caroline quickly joined 
them; but Mrs. Fitzjames being 
particularly engaged, ſhe ſent to re- 
gueſt that they would not wait for 


her. 


* 


as 


her. They went towards the out- 
ſkirts of the city, and taking a 
pathway that led to the villa of a 
principal merchant, ſoon found them- 
{elves at the extremity of the town. 
Here the Colonel accidentally meet- 
ing an officer with whom he had 
ſome particular buſineſs, he beſought 
Courtney to excuſe him, and left 
them, ſaying he ſhould meet them 


at dinner. 


The two lovers walked on in ſi— 
lence. Caroline felt the blood fluſh 
to her heart at the idea of being 


alone with Courtney; and he was 
himſelf 
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himſelf ſo agitated by the various 
thoughts that ruſhed into his mind, 
that his tongue was for ſome mo- 
ments ſealed in ſilence: at firſt he 
determined to lay open the ſituation 
of his heart, and to entreat her to 
give him aſſurances that at ſome 
future period, when fortune might 
be propitious to his wiſhes, he 
might be bleſſed in calling her his; 
then he reſolved to overcome his 
agitation, and as ſuch hope muſt 
be fruitleſs, to return as quickly as. 
poſſible and take himſelf away for 
ever; then again he thought he 


would at leaſt entreat her to await 
the 


(197 ) 
the reſult of his preſent embaſly, 


from ſucceſs in which he at the 


moment ſanguinely promiſed to him- 
{elf promotion and honor. 


They had now proceeded on a 
conſiderable way, and Caroline aſked 
him if they had not better return as 
they might keep her ſiſter waiting. 
Courtney could no longer re- 
ſtrain his paſſion, and he beſought 
her to hear him patiently while he 
opened to her the miſery that 
preved on his heart at the idea of 
quitting New York. 


K 4 Caroline. 


( 


She was incapable of anfwer- 
ing him; and rather hurrying her 
pace to return, Courtney cried— 
Stop, Caroline, but for one mo- 
ment, and hear me declare that 
you are the ſole cauſe of regret to 
me on quitting my preſent abode.“ 
He then deſcribed to her the fervor 
of his paſſion, the early partiality 
he had entertained; and the deter- 
mination he had adopted of keep- 
ing it ſecret in his own breaſt, from 
a knowledge of the narrow limits 
of his fortune; that he believed he 


could have done ſo but for the 


dreadful idea which now preyed on 
his 
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his mind of perhaps never ſeeing 


her more, or of ſeeing her married 
to another. Then ſuddenly recol- 
lefting himſelf, he beſought her to 
pardon his indiſcretion in divulging 
the ſecret of his heart"; that the 
circumſtance of being alone with 
her, heightened by the other ideas 
he had mentioned, had drawn him 
off his guard, and rendered him 


incapable of repreſſing the agitations 
of his ſoul. 


He now fixed his eyes on the 
face of the dear object of his paſ- 
ſion: but life was fled from her 


checks, 
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Cheeks, her limbs tottered, and with 


a figh ſhe exclaimed—oh Courtney! 
- and fainted in his arms. 


His own agitation was now if 
poſſible encreaſed. He caſt his eyes 
round him for aſſiſtance, and ſeeing 
a ſeat within a few paces, took her 
in his arms and conveyed her to 
the ſpot. Here in frantic deſpair 
he claſped his hands together, and 
called upon the lifeleſs Caroline. 
He ſaw a ſmall ſpring iſſuing from 
the fide of the bank on which the 
walk was ſituated, and he threw 
ſome water on her face, chafed her 


tem Nes, 
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temples, rubbed her hands, and pur- 
ſued every means to recover her: 
at length he perceived ſome flight 
ſymptoms of returning life ; this re- 
newed his exertions and ſhe now 
opened her eyes; he called on her 
to ſpeak to him; and with an ex- 
ertion ſhe again whiſpered out— 
oh Courtney! He gave her ſome 
water in a ſmall ſhell which he had 
found near the ſpring, and after 
drinking it ſhe was conſiderably re- 


vived. 


He now conſidered by what means 


they were to return home. Caroline 


was 
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was certainly too ill to be able to 
walk, and it was not poſſible for 
him to leave her. He looked round 
him, and at a conſiderable diſtance 
ſaw a man at work in a field, to- 
wards whom he ran and called to 
when within his hearing. The man 
ſoon drew towards him, and haſten- 
ing his ſtep as ſoon as he was within 
hearing, Courtney deſired him to 
run to the town and procure a poſt 
chaiſe to be inſtantly ſent, giving 
him ſome money to encourage him 
to be expeditious, 


He 
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He now returned to Caroline, 
whom he found greatly recovered. 
He informed her that he had ſent 
for a chaiſe, and requeſted her to 
remain quiet until its arrival. 
Seating himſelf by her fide, he 
tenderly took her hand and preſſed 
it to his lips. His eyes met her's, 
which were filled with tears, and 
her countenance expreſſed the agita- 
tion of her heart. 


«© Oh Caroline!” exclaimed he, 
© how ſhall I expreſs to you the ſen- 
ſibility of my ſoul, how deſcribe the 
agitation I ſuffer! But a few mo- 


ments 
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ments are paſſed fince I ſaw you 
without life, and my imagination 
pointed out to me that I had loſt 
you for ever! thank heaven, how- 
ever, I again vehold you charming 
as before, and poſſeſſed of the 
power of ſtriking to my heart a 
dagger dreadful as that death I in 


that moment deplored —oh! 


muſt I then renounce that peace, 
that happineſs which I in filence en- 
Joyed, while I flattered myſelf that 
your heart was unengaged, and that 
ſome fortunate circumſtance might 
put me in a ſituation deſerving of 
your love. And muſt I now leave 


you 
5 
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you under the conviction of your 


being ſoon married to another!“ 


«& What do you mean?“ inter- 
rupted Caroline, alarmed at his laſt 


words. „ Married to another? to 
whom ?” 


& To Lord Belandine.” 


© Impoſſible! Who has informed 
you ſo ?” 


&« And is it not ſo then? AmlT 
not doomed to utter deſpair? Can 


you revive me with the permiſſion 


do 
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to hope that if fortune be at ſome 


future period more propitious to my 
wiſhes, I may then ſolicit the fa- 
mily of my Caroline to bleſs me 
with her hand ?” 


Courtney!“ ſaid ſhe, ** to deny 
that I love you, muſt, after what 
has paſſed, be uſelefts. I own that 
you poſſeſs my eſteem, that you 
poſſeſs all my affection! I bluſh not 
to own the prepoſſeſſion of my heart 


in your favor, for 1 know how wor- 


thy you are of poſſeſũng it, and 


that your honor and virtue are un- 


bounded. To you I owe my ex- 
iſtence; 


n 


iſtence; and that life cannot ſurely 
be more juſtly devoted, than to re- 
compence you for the hazaid you 
yourſelf encountered to ſave it.“ 


159 


* Oh angel of goodneſs!” ex- 
claimed he in an extacy of joy, 
* may ſome propitious genius pro- 
tect you till I return, and may for- 
tune guide me to ſtations honora- 
ble and advantageous, that - that re- 
turn may be to accompliſh the united 


1 * 


wiſhes of our hearts 


In delivering what ſhe ſaid, Ca- 
roline had exerted herſelf beyond 
Vol. I. L her 
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Her ſtrength, and ſhe was again al- 


moſt ready to faint. He therefore 
refrained from ſaying any more on the 
ſubject; and the chaiſe ſoon after ar- 
riving, he handed her into it, and 
taking his ſeat by her, directed the 
poſtilion where to drive. 


CH AP- * 
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CHAP 12K AE 


TI E Colonel in the mean time 
had concluded his buſineſs with the 
gentleman whom he met, and re- 
turned home. He was rather ſur- 
priſed on his arrival not to find 
Caroline and his friend. Mrs. Fitz» 
James, not ſeeing them, enquired 
where he had parted with them, 
and felt diſpleaſed and uneaſy that 
they were left to themſelves. 
Every minute added to her diſ- 
treſs, till finding at length that their 

| 1. 2 ſtay 
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ſtay was encreaſed conſiderably be- 
yond the uſual dinner hour, ſhe 
began to fear that ſome diſagreeable 
accident had happened to them 
and the Colonel was on the point 
of ſetting off to meet them when 
the chaiſe drove up to the door. 


Mrs. Fitzjames, who had the tru- 
eſt affection for her ſiſter, inſtantly 
flew to the door, and was frightened 
to ſee Caroline look ſo pale and ill. 
She haſtily enquired what accident 


had happened, and queſtioned in 


the ſame breath both her and the 


Captain, 


Courtney 
% 


„ 

Courtney replied, that ſhe had 
been ſuddenly taken with a fainting 
fit, juſt as they were on the point 
of returning homewards; and that 
he found her on her revival ſo very 
weak as to render it neceſſary for 
him to ſend into the town for a 


carriage. 


This information contributed not 
to the ſatisfaction of Mrs. Fitzjames. 
She however paid all pollible at- 
tention to her ſiſter who was very 
languid, but whoſe ſpirits were ſoon 
after conſiderably revived, and they 
at length ſat down to dinner, which 


was rendered uncomfortable by the 
delay 
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delay, and the circumſtances whicts 
had occaſioned it. 


Courtney had been mformed by 
the Commander on having lately 
waited on him, that he ſhould hold 
himſelf in daily readineſs to depart. 
He had accordingly prepared every 
thing for his embarkation with all 
poſſible diſpatch, and was waiting 
now for nothing but the orders of 
lk Dinner had not been 


Fed away, when he re- 
ceived a letter, informing him that 
his final diſpatches would be ready 
the following day, and that he mult 
inſtantly go on board afterwards. 


He 


(. $53) 


He gave the letter to the Colo- 
nel, who read it aloud. Caroline 
heard it with indeſcribable ſorrow 
and feeling that to wait a final adieu 
would be more than her ſpirits would 
be able to ſupport, as ſoon as ſhe 
could aſſert reſolution ſufficient, ſhe 
bid him farewell, wiſhing him proſ- 
perity and health. 


He remained but a ſhiert. time 
after in the houſe ; for the ertions 
he found neceflary to join in con- 
verſation while his whole ſoul was 
convulſed, he feared would betray 
what he wiſhed to diſguiſe. He 
therefore took an affectionate leave 


of 
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of the Colonel and his lady, and re- 


tired to his own lodgings, where 


what little preparations for the voyage 
he had yet to make, he finally com- 
pleated and then retired to bed. 


The next morning he waited on 
the Commander in Chief; and having 
received his diſpatches, with ſome : 
general inſtructions, he went on board; 
and the wind being fair, the ſhip got 
under way, and proceeded on her 


voyage. 
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